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FORMER TAX RETURN PREPARER SENTENCED TO PRISON

PRESS RELEASE

INDIANAPOLIS - Joseph H. Hogsett, United States Attorney, announced today that
Patricia A. Crawford, 43, Indianapolis, was sentenced to two years in prison by U.S. District
Judge Jane E. Magnus-Stinson following her guilty plea to aiding the filing of a false tax return. 
This case was the result of a several month investigation by the Internal Revenue Service.

Crawford was a tax return preparer who owned the business Professional Tax Systems
located at 2304 E. 34  Street, Indianapolis in 2006-2008.  The Internal Revenue Service startedth

an investigation relating to Crawford after noting that the tax returns she prepared for her clients
to cover the 2006 tax year, 274 out of 274 clients received a tax refund.  For the tax year 2007,
385 out of 387 clients that she prepared tax returns for received a refund.  For the tax year 2008,
417 returns resulted in tax refunds of $1.8 million.  

The subsequent investigation showed Crawford claiming false and inflated entries on
Schedule A’s including claiming dependents that should not have been claimed, job expenses,
medical and dental expenses.  Crawford also falsified Schedule C’s claiming business expenses
that did not exist because the businesses did not exist.  The Internal Revenue Service has the
opportunity to collect restitution from Crawford, and she has agreed to pay $9,659 for the three
felony counts to which she pleaded.  

According to Assistant U.S. Attorney Gayle L. Helart, who prosecuted the case for the
government, Judge Magnus-Stinson also imposed one year supervised release following
Crawford’s release from prison.  During the period of supervised release, Crawford must undergo
mental health counseling and drug testing. Crawford was ordered to make restitution in the
amount of $9,659.

“Those who might consider preparing false tax returns should be aware of the extremely
negative consequences,” said Alvin Patton, Special Agent in Charge of the Chicago Field Office. 
"Yesterday's sentencing of Mrs. Crawford again emphasizes that the Internal Revenue Service
and U.S. Attorney's Office will continue their aggressive pursuit of those who would attempt to
defraud America's tax system".
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